
Sermon, who is willing to follow Jesus, 9 2417 
Luke 14:25-27 "25Now large crowds were going along with Him; and He turned and said to them, 26“If anyone 
comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, 
yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple. 27“Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after 
Me cannot be My disciple." 

A. Jesus turns to a crowd of people who are following him. 

-- Jesus challenges the meaning of following him. 

-- is there following only periodic, is it non-committal, is it from afar or seasonal, is it when it's easy and 
convenient? Or is it an all-in, total commitment, Devotion to everything that he stands for, so that the student 
becomes as the teacher? 

-- Luke 6 verse 40, "a pupil is not above his teacher, but everyone, after he has become fully trained will be like 
his teacher." 

B. YOU MUST LOVE JESUS THE VERY MOST. 

--verse 26 says, "if anyone comes after me and does not hate his father and mother and wife and children and 
brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be my disciple." 

-What does Jesus mean by hating? We know that Jesus tells us that we are to even love our enemies just as 
God loves everyone, Matthew 5. 

-- the problem being challenged here is the inordinate love that always seems to put God and Christ last. 

-- Jesus doesn't want you to hate, he wants you to love him first. This is what only God could ask for. And 
because only God can ask for this, this makes Jesus God. No ordinary man could come and demand that you 
love him above your children and wife and family. 

-- we know that God's Commandment that still stands according to Ephesians 6 is to honor our father and 
mother and the root of that is love. So Jesus isn't saying we are not to love our mother and father and all 
people, he's only letting everyone know that our love begins with God which is the first commandment. 
Matthew chapter 22 verse 37 through 39. 

-- to be a disciple of Jesus is to reorder your life to its original design state where God is first. God is first above 
your girlfriend. He is first above your job. He has to be first above your education and above your Recreation. 
God is to be loved first. And therefore Jesus is to be loved first if anyone wishes to be his disciple. 

-- GRAPHIC: here is how I would summarize what Jesus is saying on this point that you must count the cost. 
When you and I count the cost of following Jesus, everything else becomes a little less valuable. And some 
things will become utterly worthless. There's a passage in the book of Isaiah it's talking about people who will 
finally come to their senses and turn back to God away from their idols and Isaiah says, you will scatter them 
as an impure thing, and say to them be gone. Isaiah 30 verse 22. 

-- we live in a secular religious Society. Even Sports is a religion today. Money and jobs have become religion. 
Just ask Tom Brady and Michael Strahan about the new show religion of sports that promises to celebrate the 
Transcendent power of sports.  

-- can you say it, I love Jesus first. Can you say that I love Jesus more than my wife and father and mother and 
children? Can you say I love Jesus more than wealth and security and job? 

-- we cannot be his disciple until we are willing to put God first and love Jesus first. 



-- EXCUSES NOT ALLOWED: in the parable that Jesus told in Luke 14 verse 16 and following he tells of those 
who made excuses for not coming to the big dinner, they said, I have bought a piece of land and I need to go 
out and look at it please consider me excused. Another one said I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I am 
going to try them out, please consider me excused and another one said, I have a married wife and for that 
reason I cannot come. 

-- THIS IS SIMILAR TO WHAT JESUS TAUGHT EARLIER IN LUKE CHAPTER 9, THAT SAYS INVERSE 57, 
AS THEY WERE GOING ALONG THE ROAD, SOMEONE SAID TO HIM, I WILL FOLLOW YOU WHEREVER 
YOU GO. AND JESUS SAID TO HIM, THE FOXES HAVE HOLES AND THE BIRDS OF THE AIR HAVE 
NEST, BUT THE SON OF MAN HAS NOWHERE TO LAY HIS HEAD. AND HE SAID TO ANOTHER, 
FOLLOW ME. BUT HE SAID, LORD PERMIT ME FIRST TO GO AND BURY MY FATHER. BUT HE SAID TO 
HIM, ALLOW THE DEAD TO BURY THEIR OWN DEAD, BUT AS FOR YOU GO AND PROCLAIM 
EVERYWHERE THE KINGDOM OF GOD. AND ANOTHER ALSO SAID, I WILL FOLLOW YOU LORD, BUT 
FIRST PERMIT ME TO SAY GOODBYE TO THOSE AT HOME. BUT JESUS SAID TO HIM, NO ONE AFTER 
PUTTING HIS HAND TO THE PLOW AND LOOKING BACK IS FIT FOR THE KINGDOM OF GOD. 

--all of this is said by Jesus for this one simple point that to be his disciple we must be ready to make him first 
before everything else. 

C. TO BE A DISCIPLE IT MEANS DEATH 

-- Luke 14 verse 27, "whoever does not carry his own cross and come after me cannot be my disciple." 

--Jesus is talking about a death penalty, a willing death penalty. In order for us to live we must first die. 

--we must be willing to die to our own self will, our own self-interest, our propensity to put self first, with all of 
the self corruption, it must all die if we are to live in Jesus Christ. Jesus says we must take up our cross and 
follow him. 

-- the symbolism is clear. Everyone who will be called a follower of Jesus Christ has put the old man of sin to 
death. 

-- of course we know from Romans chapter 6 and Colossians 2 that baptism is our joining in the death of Christ 
where Paul says in Romans 6 verse 6, knowing this that our old self was crucified with him in order that our 
body of sin might be done away with so that we would no longer be slaves to sin.  

-- and we remember from Galatians 2 verse 20, Paul says, I have been crucified with Christ, and it is no longer 
I who live, but Christ lives in me. And the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave himself up for me." 

-- and this death by carrying our cross also means life. It says Paul said to Timothy in 2nd Timothy 2 verse 11, 
IT IS A TRUSTWORTHY STATEMENT, FOR IF WE DIED WITH HIM, WE WILL ALSO LIVE WITH HIM. 

-- TO DIE TO SELF AND LIVE TO GOD MEANS THE END OF LOVING SIN, THE END OF LUSTING FOR 
THE FLASH, THE END OF PLAYING IN THE DARK DEEDS OF THE FLESH, THE END OF FRIENDLINESS 
WITH  THE UNGODLY WORLD,  

-- THE PROBLEM WITH MUCH CONTEMPORARY CHRISTIANITY IS THAT THERE IS NOT ENOUGH OF 
THE OLD FAITHFUL WAY WE SEE IN THE BIBLE. THE PROBLEM WITH MODERN CONTEMPORARY 
CHRISTIANITY IS THAT IT HAS BEEN TAINTED AND SHAPED BY OUR SECULAR WORLDLY FLESHLY 
INTEREST. 

-- let's be sure that we don't misunderstand what Jesus is saying. By dying to self and loving God first it does 
not mean that life is not beautiful and wonderful to live. 

D. THE NECESSITY OF COUNTING THE COST. 



-- Lk 14:28-33, "28For which one of you, when he wants to build a tower, does not first sit down and calculate 
the cost to see if he has enough to complete it? 29“Otherwise, when he has laid a foundation and is not able to 
finish, all who observe it begin to ridicule him, 30saying, ‘This man began to build and was not able to finish.’ 
31“Or what king, when he sets out to meet another king in battle, will not first sit down and consider whether he 
is strong enough with ten thousand men to encounter the one coming against him with twenty thousand? 32“Or 
else, while the other is still far away, he sends a delegation and asks for terms of peace. 33“So then, none of 
you can be My disciple who does not give up all his own possessions.." 

-- To enter a covenant with Jesus Christ is not something to be lightly thought out. It's like undertaking the 
building of a tower where all of the cost must be considered before any work is done. Will you finish what you 
have started? Will you be faithful until death? Jesus is not looking for the light thoughtless words. He wants a 
commitment. 

-- Becoming a disciple takes the thoughtfulness as when a king decides whether or not to go to battle with an 
enemy. He needs to think whether he has the the forces and wherewithal to finish the campaign or weather the 
more prudent path is to send a delegation and ask for terms of peace. 

-- would you think about your commitment that you have made to Christ? Jesus is asking for everything. That 
means giving up all of our possessions and giving up all of our self will and giving up all of our rebellious 
Notions and giving up all of our worldly loves. 

-- Jesus is still calling for people to come to him on his terms. Will you be a disciple of Jesus Christ today? 

E. IN CLOSING, WE ONCE AGAIN ASK WHO IS WILLING TO FOLLOW JESUS? 

-- as has been stated we know that it's going to take a change in our priorities. Everything of value becomes a 
little less valuable. Armani our possessions our family rjabs become a little less valuable compared to the value 
of Jesus Christ and the hope of eternal life. 

-- this also means that there are some things that we have cherished before but because of our new 
understanding of Jesus Christ, and because of these things are truly opposed for The Godly life, they will 
become worthless to us. As a disciple of Jesus Christ have things you used to love become worthless to you? 

-- Are we good or worthless salt? Jesus said, SALT IS GOOD, BUT IF EVEN SALT HAS BECOME 
TASTELESS, WITH WHAT WILL IT BE SEASONED? IT IS USELESS EITHER FOR THE SOIL OR FOR THE 
MANURE PILE. AND IT IS THROWN OUT. HE WHO HAS EARS TO HEAR, LET HIM HEAR. 

--this is a message to disciples that they must remain salty and be the salt of the earth and live in a way that 
glorifies God as Jesus spoke in The Sermon on the Mount. This is a message that disciples can lose their 
saltiness and their tastes and they become worthless to God and Christ and to the work of the Kingdom. Oh 
Christian do not lose your saltiness so that you're not even worth being thrown on the soil or the manure pile. 
Stay faithful keep walking with God and carrying your cross and keep your priorities with God first. 

-- Will you respond to the gospel today by repenting of your sins and then going down into the water of baptism 
to have your sins washed away as you call on the name of the Lord? God appeals to you today to respond and 
be saved. 
 


